
St. Anne’s Pastoral Council Meeting 

November 15, 2012 

 

In attendance: Father Brandon, Father Joseph, Father Mario, Father Bill, Deacon Greg Yeager, 
Annette Murdaca, Joan Cahill, Donna Dominguez, Tom Driscoll, Cheri Evans, Frank Flores, 
Cristiana Herrera, Juan Herrera, Glenn Lewis, Anna Molina, Laura Sandoval 

The meeting opened with Adoration, Evening Prayer, and Benediction in the chapel. 

The business part of the meeting began with the approval as-written of the October minutes 
respectfully and thankfully submitted by Glenn Lewis. 

Committee Reports: 

Finance Council Report: Tom Driscoll indicated that there was nothing to report at this time, 
but that the council will be meeting on Jan. 23, 2013 after which a report will follow. 

 Petal Ministry Report:  Donna Dominguez reported that Bishop Blaire attended the October 

Petal Ministries Meeting and actively engaged the members in discussion of their thoughts on 

the meaning of Church/Parish and in particular the role that St. Anne’s played in their lives. 

The Bishop then requested to schedule an individual meeting with each Petal Group and as 

many of the members of their various ministries, to personally hear their feedback with regard 

to the status with which the Synod Goals are being met at St. Anne’s. 

Youth Program Report: Cristina Herrera reported that the youth had been focusing on the life 

of their patron saint, Saint Jose Sanchez and that they were also in the process of finishing 

their viewing of the movie “For the Greater Glory.”  Members of the Pastoral Council were 

encouraged to see this poignant movie revolving around the history of the Catholic Church in 

Mexico, if they had not already done so.  

Thornton Petal Ministry Report:  Laura Sandoval reported that they had a successful Our Lady 

of Fatima celebration and that they were now preparing for the celebration of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe in December.   

Pastor’s Report:  Annette sent out the following report from Fr. Brandon on 11/15/12 for our 

review prior to the meeting in an effort to save time for Father to speak to us regarding his 

plan for building “community” at St. Anne’s:    

 This past weekend I approached the community, all the Masses, with an invitation to 

examine their current weekly gift to the parish and asked them to consider an additional 



five dollars each week. Will ask community to bring their commitments forward this 

coming weekend and drop in large basket or bowl.  

o Week prior a three year parish report was distributed for community’s review and 

feedback.  

o All feedback given appears to be positive.  

 Ministry Team went on a two day retreat at the end of October. Mr. Christopher Maricle 

worked with us, introducing us to some problem solving and communication skills. We 

also spent some time examining the mission of the Church, the Church Universal, and 

how that mission is played out at St. Anne’s.  

o Mr. Maricle continues his work with the creation of a pastoral plan for the parish 

community.  

 Street closure project continues to move forward. The needed traffic study has been 

done, the results are positive, and the plan will now go before the city planning 

commission in December and the City Council in January.  

o Indications for approval continue to remain positive.  

 December 12th is coming. This is a huge celebration in Mexican culture, but it is one that 

has many openings for cross culture celebration. Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patroness 

of the Americas, not just Mexico, and so we will celebrate the evening liturgy bi-

lingually.  

 The Bishop continues his pastoral visit, and will be with us through the month of 

January. He is making a solid effort to meet with all of our ministries, a commendable 

but exhausting effort for him. Keep him in your prayers!   

Additional reporting/requests from Fr. Brandon at the meeting:  

 The Drop-In Center is scheduled to open in January.  It will be open 3 days per week, 

four hours per day, and will be operated by Catholic Charities who will be recruiting 

volunteers to assist their efforts. 

 Fr. Mario along with Elvira from Catholic Charities went to the United Way to apply for a 

grant for social services. 

 Street Closure: Fr. Brandon expressed that he may be in need of numerous supporters 

of the project from the Council and Parish ministries to attend the December City 

Council meeting and to be prepared that it may be a short notice by email request.  The 

date for the meeting was not known at this time but it was suggested that it could 

probably be found on the City’s website. 

 

 



 Name Tag Sunday:  

o Fr. Brandon requested that PC members assist the ushers this Sunday with the 

placement of the Financial Commitment cards in the pews.  

o This weekend initiates at the end of Mass the exchange of name tags among 

parishioners and parishioners being asked to pray daily over the following month 

for the person whose name tag they received (prayer partners.)  

o A brief discussion ensued re: the reluctance of some of the parishioners to wear a 

name tag.  Alternatives such as handshaking in lieu of name tags were discussed 

but the hope was that the new “prayer partner” addition will change their minds 

and their hearts.  

Other Business: 

In light of the fact that the task of a Pastoral Council is “to investigate, reflect, and propose 

conclusions to the pastor” (Making Parish Councils Pastoral), Fr. Brandon has asked the council 

members to do just that regarding  the realities of his vision and attempts for bringing the 

parish community at St. Anne’s together.  

Prior to his request, Fr. Brandon gave the following brief review of his plan and vision for 

building community within the community of St. Anne’s: 

 The Flower/Petal Ministry Groups = effort to unite the 46 ministries at St. Anne’s to live 

out communion and bring unity to the greater parish 

 Chapel Project = effort to sustain communion within the parish by bringing the focus 

Christ-centric. 

 Bring Spanish/English together = the youth are our future lead to the implementation of 

the monthly bi-lingual 6:00PM youth Mass.  

 Street Closure Project = large neutral project with the potential to involve many to 

further develop community in our parish. 

Specifically, Fr. Brandon asked the Council to investigate our parishioners, other parishes and 

churches, and the internet to seek insight and suggestions in response to the following sample 

questions: 

1. Is the general plan for building community at St. Anne’s working?  What is/what isn’t? 

2. How do we refine our approach to bring the Parish community together? 

3. How do we bring the Spanish/English communities together if we do not have bilingual 

Mass? 

4. How do we make the Street Closure Project a Parish project?  



All of this spawned a lively discussion from the Council members present, much of which 

revolved around bringing the Spanish/English communities together.  Statements from this 

discussion included: 

 English/Spanish issues have been ongoing in the Parish for many years. 

 Change takes time. 

 It is difficult to please everyone and that if surveyed, the pleased and satisfied outweigh 

the opposition. 

 Stay the course and continue what we are doing; it has all been for the greater good. 

 Research how we can further improve or build upon the positive aspects of our 

predominantly bi-cultural parish community 

 Need to communicate/educate parishioners re: the goal/purpose of bilingual Masses. 

Much of the problem seems to lay with the parishioners' understanding of the 

reasoning behind bi-lingual Masses and community events/projects, first in our Parish, 

and of course the Church-at-large.  

  

 

There will be no Pastoral Council Meeting in December.  The next meeting will be January 17, 

2013 at 7:00PM. 

The meeting ended with prayer lead by Deacon Greg Yeager. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Cheri Evans.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 


